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| That the POO R of Eng ml oy 
Cannot be Imploy'd on the . 


 WOOLL MANUP ACTURE | 


But to a Natioal Loſs; and the Ruine of the 25 4 

6 Trade. And the VULGAR ERROR of 
Building Work houſes, Hoſpitals, and raiſing Wag A 
9 in all Towns and Corporations for that Pape 4 
4 plain! Detected and Confuted. 4 


And thewing in what the POOR may be profitably 3 
TE d for their own, and the Puptck Good. I 
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the Wooll Manufacture but to a National Loſs, &c. 


% 
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Argum. 1. * 


HE wooll Manufacture of England cannot poſſibly bg: * 
Improved for the Publick Good, and the Advantage 
of that Trade, by any other Ways or Means deviſable 


than by Increafing the Conſumption of manufacturtd 


hinder, (or by encouraging all ways that may promote) a Greater Gon- 
ſumption of that Manufacture Abroad and at Home: But ho that may 


de done, I ſhall leave to another Tract, and publiſh, as I ſee occaſion, and 


procerꝗ to my Argument, . 
2. That allowing all the Poor in England were ſet to Work on the Woolf 


Manufacture, and that the Gentlemen,  Yeomantry, and Artificers were al! 


Clothiers, Drapers and Factors, it could not poſſibly be one Facthing ad- 


vantage to the Wooll Manufacture; becauſe our Home Conſumption and 


Foreign [Demands for that Manufacture, would ſtill be the ſame as now they 


are, and being over ſtockt, we muſt of neceſſity either ſo much under-ſel! 
it, or keep it fo long for a Market, that would ruine and undo the Clo-— 


thiers. | | 
3. That the Poor of the Wooll Manufacture does want Work, is a Truth 
too apparent to be deny'd, and therefore that Trade cannot employ more 
Poor than it now does, but to the prejudice of the Clothing Trade, And the 
Reaſon why they want Work is, not becauſe the Clothiers want Work houſes 


W ooll ; and that can only be effected by removing all Impediments that does 
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or Stocks to ſet hem to work, bur becauſe there is no greater Conſumption - 


of their Manufacture abroad and at home; for if means were found them to 
inlarge that, the Poor will of themſelves ſoon find the way to the Wooll 
Manufacture, without the Expence of building Work- houſes, or raiſing Mo- 


ney and joint ſtocks, or Acts of Parliament to inforce them to it: For as 


the Conſumption of that Manufacture does Increaſe, ſo the Poor will con- 
ſequently of themſelves come to it by degrees; but if the whole Vagabond 


Poor of England ſhould be let into that Manufacture, by ſetting them to 


work in all Towns and Corporations in England, when there's ſcarce Work 
already for half of that Trade, would be tuch an Inundation as would 'nigh- 
ly overthrow the great and prefitable Clothing Trade of England. FOR 4 


4. Tis preſum d that the Merchants and Drapers did never yet comp 
to Parliament, that Blackwell hail and the Clothiers of England were not able 
ro furniſh them with Clothes ſufficient ro anſwer all their Pemands abroad 
and at home, nor that the Clothiers have yet complain'd, they wanted 


Hancls to work their Manufacture for Money; and when they do, 'twi'l then 
be high time to fend the Poor to their aſſiſtance, for-till then, as many Poor 


(not of the Clothing Trade) as ſhall be imploy d on that Manufacture in one 
place will conſ-quently ſtarve as many more of that Trade in other places 


for want of Work, "= 
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3 „ ar he i Building | wW Vork Houſes ind 4 Boſpirals, and 
| irh ample Revenues, may ſer all the Poor in Exgland to work on the 


1 gland to do it; but to what purpoſe t wil be when done, or how to dif- 
* | pole of it to profit for a Publick Good, will be a hard Task to find _ F 4 
Wy they cannot Sell their Yarn when ſpun te the Clothiets, x: 

* Se, becauſe they want it not, their own Poor of thoſe Trade Pals 7 


they maſt at ihe ſame time ſtarve their own Spinners, &'c, Andit they ſhould 
* @ake up their Tarn into Cloth or other Manufacture; they muſt cither Sell 
it, or wear it their {clves,. and either way would be deſtructive to the (lo- 
chier: For if they Sell, it muſt be Cheaper than the Clothier can efford it 
bor none will buy; becauſe the Clothiers can, and does already anſwer all 
de mards on them for their Manufacture abroad, and at home, and only 
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* And it they ſhould wear u hat they make and manufacture theniſelves, 
7 . will turn to no proatable account, and will oaly rob the Clothiers of fa 
much of their Trage, by giving it to Vagabonds, Beggars, &c, 
5s. But When the Woof! 1 :Cture ſhall. be made at the Publick Colt 
with joint Stocks, or at the ence of other Mens Moncy, ard the Poors 
Labour for little or nothing; eaſe e Gentlemen that have the fingering. the 
Money, and diſpoſal of that Manufacture, may no doubt make a fine Mar- 
ker of it, to a private and very conſiderable advantage, and in time quite 
” = ruine, undermine, and under Sell the Clothiers; and all the Improvement 
| 2 that would be to the Wooll Manufacture, and advantage to the Publick from 
ſuch undertakings, wauld-be, char the Trade and Myitery of Clothing would 
- begransſerred from ihe Clothiers, to a Company. of Vagabonds, Beggars, 
and their Governors. however dignified or Ciſtinguiſhed as City and Town. 
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r Guardians, and Regiments more of Inferior Officers. 

7. Lis obſervable there are twa forts of Men very forward and zealous 
1 3 to promote the building of Work- houſes, and ſetting the Poor to ck. on 
1 the Wooll Manufacture, tho' with different Intentions. 

Ihc one is truly Zealous of doing good to the Poor, being moved with 
Compaſſion towards them, from a Principle of Goodneſs and Charity; but 
not being able to penetrate, or at leaſt nor conſidering the ill Conſequences 
of ſuch a deſi 120, reſts well ſatisfy'd with the ſuperficial appearance of hav- 


\ — 
4 
— 
— 


Publick Good. 


ruine that Trade and Manufacture they pretend to advance, and that all their 


take Cognizance of, but with contempt to the Projectors of ſuch mean, ſelf- 
interefled and miſchie vous - ea For. that ** and Wiſe . 
not: 
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. . P gig 
Woeoll Manufacture is nor xt all doubted, there being Wooll ſufficient ig” 


Magiſt rate Pariſh Officers Fathers of the Poor, Governors of Hoſpitals, Ho, | 


done well in Imploying the Poor, tho to no purpoſe, or account for a: 


p : trifling Arguments ta the contrary, to uphold their folly, are ſo weak and 
childiſh, that tis preſumed, they are beneath the Dignity of a Parliament to 


—Y "2 a * 
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them; but granting that fur cheapneis they ſhould buy their Yarn of _ ; 


pray that means may be found cut to make their Demands much greater, _ 


= 8. The other is the ſelf deſigning Knave, who knows that ſuch ſhallow a 
13 ih ſinifter Projects, ate without a true and rational Foundation, and would 
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not be impoſed on, to Countenance athingghat deſfigps not a Publick G 
bar 
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could nor more profitably de emf oy d than on the Wool Manufacture, for then, 


, Waoll Manufacture, that have earned their Bread by tht ir honeſt Labour, 7 


in, 1wculd appeal to any rational Men, whether it would not be a ſtrange 


. will) the Conſequence would be, that by the next Sc ſſion of Parliament all 


Work- houſes might be demoliſh d, and the Poor return to their old Trade 
af Begging, or be other ways, and better imploy d. And twill be well, WF2 
the Poor of the Wooll Manufacture ſhould, have ſo much patience not to do- 


juſt Cauſe of Complaint, and Ræure ſs, for others Invading and ruining their 
Trade and Myſtery, by making Cloth buttons.; certainly the Cloth- workers | 
of England, will have as good and juſtiſiable a Reaſon to Complaia, when all 
the Poor. Vagabonds and Beggars. wirh.their. Governors, cc, ſhall Invitigg 
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but in appearance only. And without Offence, jt may be affirmed, 
*rwould be a' much better Project for the Publick Good, and advantage 
the Clothing Trade, to allow the Poor Six pence a day for ſleeping, if they 
altho' they would:do no good, yet, we ſhould be ſure they could do no harm, . 
But to illuſtrate a little on this wonderful Project of Building Work hauts 
in all Towns and Corporat ions to Imploy the Poor en the Wooli Manufacturk; 
We will ivppoſe, that in the Town. of Coleheſter or any other place, there 
were a Hundred Theuſand Poor Men, Women and Children brought up to tie 


and now ſhould Complain, that for want of Work, they are red uced to a mi- 
ſerable and ſtarving Condition, and pray to be conſidered and relieved theres. 


way to relieve them, by telling them they hare conſidet'd their Caſe, and 
do intenqd to raiſe a Million of Money to Build Work houſes, and to ſet Two: +} 
Hundted Thouſand Beggars and Vagabonds, to work on the Wooll Manufar > 
ctuce in Landon, Briſtol, and other places? Wou'd not this be a fine way of, 
Improving the Wooll Manufacture, ard releving the neceſſities of the o 
of that Trade at Colchefter 2 &c. Certainly there can be nothing more abſufſ 
and ridicutons than ſuch a defign would be, and yer. chis is the very Caſe 9 
Buifding of Werk houſes, ard imploying the Poor on the Wooll Manufact 
- Corporationaftee Corporation, waich. may indeed prolong the ruine of tha; "I 
Trade io a longer date, than if all the Corporations in En land were privis al 
le ged at once to do the ſame; for, becauſe the building of Work houſes at i 
York or anv ther place mayn't ſeem directiy to affect the pror Glothiers aß 
Exeter & Vice Verſa; therefore the Damage to the whole Common wealih 
is not by all perceived, in Imploying the F oor to no better purpoſe, than to 
prejudice the Clothiers in general, which will be more or leis as theſe Pro? 
jects increaſe and ſucceed. But, 5 3 
ä Si Populus vult decepi aecipiatur. 


8 2. Now ſuppoſing that thoſe Gentlemen, who are the Promoters and Pro- a 


jectors, for Imployiog the Poor in Work- houſes on the Wooll Manufacture, 
in all Corporations ſhould fo far prevail, as to obtain an AR, or Acts of Par- 
lia ment to their deſire, (tho it ſeems for good Reaſons unlikely they ever 


the Clothiers in England would ſee. it their Intereſt to Petition, that the 


it themſelves, when they find the Proſits of their Trades and Labours divided 
and ſhar'd amongſt Beggars, Vagabonds, &. For if the Button makers had 
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Fram working on that Mntfatture, hen the Clothiers can Imploy them, 
Ad they have not ſetved their Times to it, no God forbĩc but they ſhon | , 


Ade Imploy'd in that, and all other Manufactures when wanted? 
1390. Since then the well and profitably Imploying the Poor, is a Matter of 
| rhe higheſt Conſequence to the Publicky and that the. Wooli Manufacture can 
29 imploy no more than it now does to profir, and that the great and daily en- 
BE creaſe cf che Poor does inake it abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould be Imploy'd 
in ſome thing or cther for the Common Good, without prejudice to any, for 
: the ſafety of the Kingdom, and to prevent the diſmal Conſequences of a nu- + : 


meroue, deſperate and neceſſitous Poor: For no Laws or Puniſſiment ean 14 


reſtrain Men from eating and live; and if for want of Work they cannot get 1 


1 
- a 


1. _wherewith to ſubſiſt, the caſe of many Thouſands, they muſt of neceſity = 
either force it from thoſe that have it by open violence, or private ſtealth; « 5 


or Nature cannot be ſupported by Executionary Laws againſt the Poor; and 
co puniſn them for not working, when no Work is found them to do, is bar. 
E 13. barous'and inhumane, eſpecially when they may be made the Inſtruments 
ef much good, as to make this Nation by rightly Imploying them; the moſt 
doch, happy and flouriſhing Kingdom on Earth: And as the Poor muit be 
pt at a publick Expence, ſo'tis but very reaſonable they ſhould do ſome 
E —publick Service anſwerable ro that vaſt Summchey yearly have, without any 
© appearance of a publick Cood, Firſt and chiefly there is notany thing 
— wherein they may more profitably be Imploy'd than in a National Fiſhery, 
V which does include almoſt all the Advantages we can wilh for, and would be 
an Ahle for all in deſtreſs to fly toy and take off all the ſuperfluous - 
# Hands of our Poor of all Trades; and the great Profits it brings to our Neigh- T 
> bers is well knowa, and with Envy admired, and the want of it here uni- 
a verſally acknowledg'd and complain'd of, by thoſe that nevertheleſs re- 
fuſe or neglect to attempt any thing that can poſſibly do it, although it may 
de attained with great eaſe, pleaſure, and profix to all ranks and degrees of 
Y Men, from the King to the Beggar, and in ſüch a manner as tot. lly to ſitence 0 
ihe grand Objectioa that has hitherto ruined and diſcouraged all former At- 4 
= Prempts of this kind: viz, That the Durch will ſtill under ſell us in all Foreign A 
| i Markets, and in cur own, tao, as they now do, which will prove a great 
miſtake. For whar the Dutch does now ſell for one Shilling, we can when 


| 4 
we will, fell for Six pence, and if they ſhou'd fell for Six- pence we may = 
give it chem for nothing if we pleaſe, and yet be gainers a Million per Aus. 1 
Pbefides many other great advantages, as ſhall be plainly demonſtrated to 1 
the publick as cccafion offers. The Four may be alio profitably Implay'd on b 
many other Works for the publick good; where hands are wanting, as inthe 4 
7 A@raining fenny and boggy Grounds, which would Imploy many Hands, and iS 
8 A which We find 10 be don ny "1% 
very great profice | 
 Thecultivarirgand in 8 0 ren ang 3 
Hundred Thoniand Men, and maitrain their Families, ther“ being many 
Hundred Thouiand Acres in Augfand of impr | t 
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62 ated that there is no aſte but "oy i 
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dn || The planting and ſer ring” G Tiniber wou'd be of the greateſt co 

mm I auenee tq — is Auge having reaſon to b truly ſenſſbie of 

yd _ wantof it, and that would Imploy many fer. © 

for I be repairingy levelling and making High-wars. and Cauſes 8 r 
1s + , wanted; would be'a gencral g ood. and Imploy many Poor; and we ſes 
ran with what Arc 1 e tis done in n Countries, to their great ad- 3 5 
get vantage. 8 Y 
ity. The draining of Mines, dicks: many very rich ones lying under Was 3y 
th; » ter would be apublick goodandImploy many Poor, * 
ind The makinꝑ dur Rivers Navigable weuld be a very great advantage to the 7 
Aar- Pubiick, andimpl: by muktitudes of poor Men, and eſpecially the eurting a "] 
nts umication between the Rivers Ea and Tyne, to be Navigabſe from T 
oft Carliſle to New. Caſile would be of mighty conſequence, by which there 0 0 * 
be be cut « ff nigh Four Hundred Leagues Sail to come there by Sea, and the 
me |} _ Herrings caught in the Iriſh'Seas' might be in the Baltic before the Dareb an 
any let down a Net to Fiſh off Shetland: And that this atte mpt may appe a 3 
ing extraordinary matter to do, we ſhould-not forget what the induſtriqus N 
ry, mans did for us in buiſding a Wall from Sea to Sex for our ſecurity, and if warn 7 
be had not been Lazy Drones, we had long before this made it Navigable fra 
ous Sea to Sea for our Conveniency and Advantage, there wanting Tweng Mies 
S it may be to make it ſo, and dis worth our remark and imitation hat the 
mi- Induſtey of the French has rot long ſince done by cutting a Navigable River 
re- - through Rocks and Mountains quite a-cfoſs France, above Two Hundred 
nay Miles from Bowrdeangx inthe Bay of Biſcay to Aude and Nar lone in the Medi- 
5 of terranean, by which they have the conveniency of Trading into theſe Scas, 
nce and the Mediterranean, without paſſing the Streights of Gibralter,, And is 
At- well known with what induſtries and common bene fit to their Country, . | 
eign their Dykes in Holland and Flanders are made. * 
treat The cleanſing of Rivers and Haibors were choak'd- up to . oublick los: 
hen and prejudice of Navigation, and the recovery of the Goodwin to build 
may Forts and Light houſes on, would imply many Poor and we ſee what Frauce 
Au. has done in that ki d: They haye cleanſed the Ports of Daakirk, that would 

4 to ſeatee ſet in ſmall Ve ſſels, ſo as now to teceive large Men of War, and have 

d on "butt Riſe Bas ks ard Forts far in the Sea to fortificand fecure that Neſt of 
ithe " Fxivatcers, and have done and are doing the ſame at other places, as Calais, A 
and L Hoeme, Cherbrough, &c. And the fortifying our Coaſt Towns and Harbors. _ | 
to a wouldalfo Imploy many Pcor,andwe ſee what pains and expence our Neigu- 
7 bors are at to ſortiſy theirs, and aps ne m y hen too late, it not timely = | 
ya | prevented have tea on to lays Canſa Tanta calamitatis nimia ſtcutil as. 1 
any Thus we fee we are cut done in Poliey, and Iinduſtry by Agb n 3 
o no tions z 2nd 'twould be worth knowing what greater prai c, worthy Action the 
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Country in this laſt Age, notwithſtanding ghey have dW. 
to do great and glorious Actions, viz, the, Hands ol e Poor, 3 
Thelſe tis humbly preſum d are Matters fit to he lai before 


TY: alc great As- 
ſembly of the Nation, as proper Works to Imploy the Poor r the com- 


mon Good, Honour and Safety of the Kingdom, . aha y the Conſide- 

ration of the Beſt and Wiſeſt Heads; but alas tis to be fear'd the Primum 
Mobile is wanting, that is, publick Spirits to Eſpouſe theſe Matters, without 
which no great Action can be done, nor the beſt model d defign be of any ef- 


Tu fect; for altho private Men may have publick Spirits, yet tis only thoſe in 3 


| 7 ſtave off ruine and deſtruction, where publick Spirits are wanting, and pri- 
{== yate Intereſt p eferable to a publick good, tho' but in ſmall things; the neg- + 
lect of which at long run does often bring great Evils on a Stare, how much 


publick Stations that can give them life, and bring them to Action; and tis 
moſt certain, that no Nation can ever be great, and truly happy, or long 


greater Evils then may we expect, when Matters of the higheſt Moment or 


2 National Good and Safety (I meana Fiſhery and the proficably Implowing 
> rhePoor) does paſs Years after Years unregarded, as a Aatter not worth in 
mgquiring into, altho it would he of more real Worth and Advantage to Rich and 


poor, than all the Trade In England beſides, eſpecially if ouc Streights Trade ſhould be b:uckt 
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ug. It was a {harp and reproachful remark on the Weakaeſs f rac Engliſh, chat N ble 


+ N 3 


chat England was happy in their King, Countiy, Nobility, and Gentry, and would be p-, fectly 
happy it they had publick Spirits, but of thoſe he ſaid, they had the leaſt of any People he 
had ever th: Honour to kaow, and were it not a neceſſary conſequeat he might have added, 
= pad as little Incourzgement for doing publick Services. And cis to be feared, till we are ac- 

gquitted from that Character by a National Demonſtration that we ate not the fame M-n ſtill, 


= -- Penetian Ambeſiador made at his taking leave of Old Sir Henry Vane then $:cretay of State, 


we can expect no great Improvements, and it wilt be well, if we can without it, always 
remain in the ſame Statu Quo we are. For altho' the Clothiers and their D-pend=ims ſhould 


be ſo ſtupid as not to (e the ruin and deſtruction that is ſtealing on them (as by their ſi -nce 


_ Hitheito one would believe they don't) nor perceive the Mine that is laid by thoſe Pro- 
jectors, and ready to take fire to blow up and ruine the Wooll Manufacturers of Eng/and I 
lay char altho' this may not be now ſeen, twill certainly be felt, for there's no evading of chat 
Senſe, altho' our Eyes, Ears, and Mouths were opt. Tho' we are ſeldom fo fortunate to be 
toucht with that ſenſe neither till tis too late to be remedied; for inſtanc:, I ſuppoſe none will 

diſpute bat we might have had Oſtend and Newport without asking the French for them, and 
have ſecured a free paſſage into the Mediterranean without their leave, and that we migut 
have had and preſe: v'd the ſole Trade of Newfoundland and Hudſons-Bay to our ſelves, and have 
had able Sea- men ſuper- abundantly to Man our Navy Royal, (without taking louzy Vagabonds 
aboatc) and not to interrupt any part of our Trade, by extravagautly raifing the price of 
Coals, Corn, and all water born Commodities to the great prejudice of the Publick. And we 
might have bettet imploy'd near Fifty Millions of Money collected for the Poor in Threeſcote 
Years, than to no purpoſe for the publick good, and we may prevent the Imploying as much 
more to no better purpoſe if we pleaſe; Tis reported of King James the Firſt thit he never 


found himſelf miſtaken, til *rwere tog late to remedy it, and that has been a nation] vice 


4 of fatal conſrquence to England ever fince, but as that and divers others contraty to the Com- 
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